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4 e Nee with. the 5 

fires of 'l Rovirend Brethren the Clergy, ha- 

ba, 3 the following Sermon to appear 
ublick, I preſume to offef it to Your Lord- 

fb p's Acceptance and Patronag e. 


It was, My LORD," Your great Love to GOD 
and Religion, "which ul 4 upon Building an 
or Divine > And 1 know 'tis 
— in | Lour Lor gh, s Het. to make it Uſeful 
to the whole Nei phbourhood : A Deſign, /o 
Fines and G pe #4 the Souls of army that 

[YA it 
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DEDICATION. 9 
es A Publick Acknowledgmen 
gy deleryes s Þ Jement. 


And 
ould bold our Peace, the very n of 
the Sanctuary would rr o 


But, My LR DCI have þyother ENA in this 


Addse 7, and that is, to recommend tbe Sermon 
to the World, aud ſo better ſeye thoſe 1 of 


Fiery, to which it is deſign ſetting before 
1 0 E 3 an Exam ſe, 4 iy ling in the 


ces. 


toenlarge here, as well as in all other 
A pt 8 Relion and Vertue, the beſt Or- 


_-naments of the Gros and the Noble. But I am 


ſenſible that this will offend Tour Loraſbip ; and 
therefore ſhall only Pray, That GOD would pro- 
Jong a Life ſo very Valuable i in this degenerate 
Age, pour down all ſible. Ble/imgs upon Lour 


Lordſhip and Your Family. here, and — 1 


Reward Your Works of Piety and . 
wn Le hath of H appine]s, hereaf The you 


So 66 8 # 79 7 197 Hot © 4 22 5 — 
— 1 am, My. LORD, 10 1 en 
bh els . Tour inet mo? bunkle., 


and mol gel eee, 


Ts au SURRY BD TY + 
” _” g , 
JAMES Lacr. 
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« How Amiable are thy 8 . 


at ali MF: . — Ar vi 


Title of this pſalm, bo the Autbor of it 
_ © was, yet being certainly compoſed by 
one Who was bindred from — of 
the Fublioł Worſvip, tis moſt likely to be holy D- 
| vis, and penn Upon the ſame o with the 
: 424d and 43d Pſalm. 
| This Man aſter God's own Heart, bears all his other 
Afflictions with wonderful Patience and Reſignati- 
on; the -Revilings of his Enemies, the Revolts of 


his Friends, the Rebellion of his Beloved Son 4- 


ſalom, the Diſgrace of his Family, and the Eclipſe 


of his Glory. 
But to be Baniſh'd from the Preſence of the Lord, 
from the Place of his peculiar Abode, to be deprived 
of the Public Worſhip of Sandiuary, this is a Cir- 


cumſtance 


* 


eumſtance of I fits heavieſt upon his 
Spirits, and cauſeth him to cry out for the diſquiet- 
5 4 
Soul 2 he, v. 2.) ea, even fuintetb 
- for the Courts of the Lord, my Heart and my Fleſh cryetbh 
out for the Living Ga: Yea, the Sparrow (as he goes 
'on 1n his elegant Complaints) bath found an Houſe, and 
the Swallow a Neſt for ber ſelf, where ſhe may lay her K 
Young, even thine Altars, O Lord of Hoſts, my King 
"abt my God. While be bimſelf is denied this Liberty, 
he Teems to envy the very Birds, who have a free 
E an undiſturb'd Abode in. the Houſe 
0 L 
Then he proceeds to admire the Felicity of Thoſe 
who have the Opportunity of paying their Con- 
ſtant Devotion in his Houſe ; and at all the Solemn 
Hours of Worſhip, can return to their Exerciſe of 
Praiſe and Thanksgiving: Bleſſed are tbey tbat dwell 
in thy Houſe, they will' be ſtill Praiſing thee. 

And no doubt but it was upon the calling to 
Remembrance the Phaſant Service he was engaged A 
in, when be went with the Multitude, ani brought them | 
forth into the Houſe of God, in the Voice f Praiſe and 
© Thankſgiving, among: ſuch a keep Holy-day, that he 
breaks out into this Paſſionate Ejaculation, How 
- Amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord of Hoſts! 4 4. O 
God, the Lord and Creator of all the Angelic! Na- 
tures, what can be ſo Lovely and Deſirable, as to 

be admitted into thy Sanctuary, and enjoy the Be- 
neſits, the Comforts and Tranſports of it? 
-\> Theſe: Words offer to our -Confideration two 


kj 1. The one Suppoſed; That there hove been always 
5 | Places built, and ſet. apart for the Publick Service of 
od; called bis Houſes or Dwellings, | = 
SRL." Ni 2, 


l 


39 


4. The Ucher Exp 


11 - on . C ” pe : : 8 f po 
ble and Deſirable. 14) * 2111 fo GY 3? wie $465 4 arme 
i . \ 2 


When I have tppkentts both theſe, 


Re. n 2E 


Third and Laſt e 91? TS ; 472 J 

* 3," Mok foine dypcition of thes WB «"ſpicial Re* 

gard to the Occaffon of rbir Aſſembly!” © 2 55 
nene 

II. Lam to ſpeak of the ay Suppoſed ; viz. That 


there have been always Places Built and ſet apart for the 
Service of God, cal d bit Houſes ar Dwellings; briefly 


obſer ving the Reaſons why they are [0 calle# The meer 


Ligbt of Nature hath put all Nations upon crecting 
Places for the Honour of their Gods, and for their 
own Conveniency in meeting together to pay their 
Religious Services and Devotions; which, being to 
be perform'd by the joint Concurrence of feveral 
People, do not only require that a Time be fix d 
when ; but alſo a determinate Place be appointed whi- 

ther they may repair and meet each other. 
And from this Natural Principle, and the Gui- 
dance of God's * 8 writ, the antient Patriarchs, 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, no ſooner came to any 
new Place of abode, and pitched their Tents, but 
they had their Au for ones Worſhip, where they 
call'd on the Name of the Lorx e. 
In the Wilderneſs, the Jruelzes themfelves having 
no ſettled Habitation, a moveable Tabernacle was made 
by God's ſpecial Command and Direction, call'd 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation, to which every 
one Reſorted that ſought the Lord. 
But when the Church began to be Happy in 2 
ſettled State; David the King, from his pious Zeat 
for God's Houſe, defign'd, but Solomon built bim an 
Houſe ; which, as it was by the Appointment of 
Heaven, ſo was it in it ſelf Sumptuous and Magnifi- 
| nne. 


. 


1 Will in che 


—— - 


„ 

cent, the very Beauty of Holineſs, the Glory of the 
Nation, and the Wonder of the and * 

In this Place Sacriſices were offered; The Law 
was read; hither the whole Nation reſorted 
at Solems Feſtivals ; and here too were daily Prayers 
at ſtated Hours, on which Devout People gave theic 
Attendance. | 
And after, when for the Sins of the People, that 
Temple was, deſtroyed, another was erected in the 
room of it ; which, how ſhort ſoever it fell of the 


— former in outward. Splendar. and Appearance, was 


yet truly more. Gloriaus, in that it entertain d the 
King of Glory, the Deſire of all Nations, the Ever- 
Th, Son of God. | Na 


; Beſides this, there were other: Structures ſet apart 


for Prayer and Preaching in every Town, call d Sy- 
nagogues; Places honour'd. with the Preſence of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles.; and for the erecting one of 


, which the Centurion's Praiſe. is to this Day recorded 


in the Goſpel, as a Publick Renefa@or to a whole Na- 

tion. | | | 
And though. Isfant Chriſtianity. was ſo Aſficted, 
Perſecuted and Tormented, that the Diſciples of our 
Lord wete fain ſometimes. to worſhip God in De- 
ſarts and Mountains, and in Den, and Caves of the 
Earth; yet certain it is, that they had their Orato- 
ries. and Places Appropriate for their Exerciſes of Reli- 
gious Worſbip. bs Fran, | | 
Such was that Upper Room.mention'd in the As of 
the Apoſtles, into, which the Apoſtles and Diſciples 
(after their Return from our Saviour's Alcorfim) 
went up, as into a Place commonly known, and 
ſeparate to Divine Uſe, Act, 1. 13. Such a one, if 
not the ſame, was that one Place, wherein they were 
all aſſembled with one Accord, upon the Day of Pente- 
caſt, when the Hoh Ghoſt viſibly came down — 
- them. 


TT Mc 
them. And we know that the Ape St. Pan op- 
poſes the Church of God to Common and Ordinary 
ouſes, and blames the Corinthians for uſing" came 
Feaſting in it. What (faith he) have ye not' Houſes to 
eat and drink in, or deſpiſe ye the Clurcb ef Go? 1 Cor. 

11. 1a. f if ate rionc , arg yo Bow wen 
And if there had not been ſuch Placer, the Perſe- 
cuting Emperors needed not have made Edicts, ſometimes 
for taking them away from Chriſtians, and ſometimes 

for utterly. demoliſhing them, as we find they did. 
As for the Ages after the Apoſtles, and when it 
leaſed: God to raiſe up Ring and Emperors to favour 
is Holy Religion, and to countenance it with their 
Civil Authority, then the Number of Churches was 
multiplied. And that forward Devotion thoſe. free- 
will Offerings which once ſo much rejoyced the 
Heart of David to behold in the Fru on ſuch an 
Account, were then every where viſible among 
Chriſtians. Perſons of all Ranks and Orders endea- 
vour'd to out -· vie one another in their Contribu- 
tions: They ſpared mo Coſt, and thought nothing 
too dear, not only to Build, but to Beautify and Adorn 
thoſe Sacred. Edifice. Expences of that Nature 
went under the Name of Piety and Devotion, and 
none counted That Waſte, which was expended 
about ſo Religious a Work N _ 
Twould take up more Time than I have at pre- 
ſent, to enquire into the many fately Churches that 
were founded by the firſt Chriſtian Emperor Conſtan- 
tine, and otber Converts about his Time; what noble 
Gifts were beſtowed on thoſe Placer, and the Perſons 
miniſtring in them; and how: liberal this Land of ours 
was upon ſuch Occaſions: A Liberality, bleſſed be God, 
now reviving, and every Day increaſing among us. 
This little, I hope, may ſuffice to ſhew, that 
there have been always Places Built, and fer _ 
or 
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2 : for the Serie of God. Why thiſe' are called His 


- Hauſer, or. Dwellingi) will ſoon appear, if we con- 

ſider them as dedicated tro Him, and as He is more 

immediately there preſent. 0 W mn : 7 A b 1 n 2 
were thus dell 


That the tub Tauples of the Few 
cated to God by Divine Appointment, is abundantly 
evident from their own Hiftory in the Old Teſfament. 
The firſt: was, with the greateſ Solemnity, dedicated 
by an, as yon heard but now at large in the 
Firſt Leſſon. After the Demolition of bt, and 
the End of their Captivity,” by the Encouragement 


of two Pera Princes, the | People, the Elders, the 
- Priefts, and the Propbers, all joyn'd in Re- building 


it, and, as Exra tells us, kept the Dedication with great 


Je, Chap. 6. 
So alſo twas with the Primitive Chriftians ; Houſes 
were no ſooner built for their Aſembling together to 
worſhip God, but, after the Cuſtom of the Fews 
they were ſet apart with the ſolemn Rites of a Brmal 
"Dedication : By which Solewmities, as the Founders ſur- 
render d all the Right they had in them to God; 
fo they were ſeparated from all Common and . ee 
Vſes, and Conſecrated to the Sacred Offices of Religion 
enn 10 STEP SH TOnng 75e's 
To this Purpoſe, there uſually aſſembled a val 
Concourſe of Biſhops, and Confiſſors, and other Holy 
Men, from all Parts: They fang Pfalm and Hymns, 
had the Holy Scripture Read, and Preached upon it; 
offered up Prayers and Thankſgivings, and received 
the Holy Euchariſt. Then al they gave liberally to 
the Poor, beſtowed great Gifts on the Church, and 
ſhew ed the big beſt Expreſſions of mutual Love and 
Kindneſs, and rejoycing with one another. 
And the Commemoration of theſe Dedications was 
conſtantly obſerved once a Year with great Joy and 
Feſtivity ; ſome Shadow whereof ftill remains — 
| this 


# - 
: 


oi 

+635, Day, in this Weber atid Nu oWirv'd ih ſe 
deral — ** Memory of the Dedication of their 

/ NING T3 
Indeed, we are not now (ahdet the State. of the 
Goſpel)"to expect that God ſhould Jo MN declare 
his Approbation and Acceptance of out preſent Co- 
ſecrationt, as he did heretofore : But ve need not 
doubt, but whatſoever is Givts to God, and Arcepred 
by his Minifter, is well-pleaſitig to bim, and be- 
comes as entitely His, as ever the Tabernurie or Temple 
was, which he took Poſſeſſion of in a mote bible 
manner, and filled with a Chad and with Glory. . 
It may henceforth de locked 2 + his 
Sanctuary, and his Holy Dwelling : Holz, not Nah, 
ſo only God bimſelf is; not by Participation, fo only 
are Angels, Saints, and Good Men; but Relatively, as 
being ſeparated from cen Uſes, and devoted to 
God's ef; 1 


cial Honour and Service 
And his Dwelling alſo, becauſe the Divine Priſeyte 
here more ILY ſhews it felf * For though Hes. 
ven is God's Throne, and the Earth is his Footfoot, 
and be dwelleth not in Temples made with Hands, ſo as 
to be confined within their Walls, Hke'the Haben 
Idols; yea, tho he is ſo Inmenſe n Being, that he 
fills all Places, and is every, where preſent ; yet he tmani- 
feſts himfelf in ſome Places after a more efpecial fai 
ner than in others, and is more eminemly preſent in the 
Congregation of the Saints, by his anfwering the de- 
vout Prayers there made unto him 
So he bimſelf has promiſed,” Exodus 20, 4th Verſe} - 
In all Places where I record my Name, will T come unto 
thee, and bleſs tber. Where 'T reear# "iy" Num, I. E. 
which are devoted ro my Worſhip and Fervite In 
theſe Places I will be more naß gracious, by my 
imparting the ** Favours and Bleſſings you ſtand 
oſt in need of. | | <a 


\ —_— = - . N 
— is - 
+, - 


The- ſame, alſo we learn from that m pious 
Prayer of King Solomon at the. Dedication of the Ten- 
| ple, 1 Kings 8, 30, c. Hearken thos to the. Supplica- 
3 tions of. t People Iſrael, . when they ſhall pray toward: 
5 this Place: Aud hear thou in Heaven thy Dwelling-Place, 
1 and e eee Jorge, Sc. His more peculiar 
11 Dwelling: Place was then, and always, in Heaven, as it 
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ow. | 1 Prayers of his 
By And why ſhould; we not think, that He is in 
3 shis Manner preſent in all our Places of Publick De- 
| Med Feſus aſſures us, Matth. 18, 


„ Mi: 
BY votion, when. the B 
3 20, that where two or. three are gutbered together in bis 


' | : ; : | | k 
1 Is no,; but his Ears were open to t 


i 3 Name, be is there in the midſt of them ? There ready to 
"+ receive their. Supplicarions, and to grant the De- 
1 ſires of their Souls. For the Granting. our Re- 
A queſts, as you may find by the preceding Verſe, is 
1 - the Meaning of our; Lord's being with us: And if 
1 he will be thus gracious, to a few, who aſſemble in 
| Chriſtian. Love and Charity, and agree to put up 
bl | the. ſame Petitions to God, much more when greater 
1 Numbers .unanimouſly joyn in the ſame Worſhip, 


= 


| |. and offer up the ſame Prayers and Thankſgivings 


14 o 


| | to God in the ſame Words. 
| Since thegefore, what. the Tabernacle. and Temple 
| were to the Fews, the ſame: is every Church and 
KB Cbappel to us Chriſtians, Places ſet apart, and conſe+ 
lf | crated to the Service of God, and which may be as. 
| truly call'd His Houſes and Dwellings as they were; 
nothing ſhould be ſo amiable in our Eyes, nothing 

| ſo. deſirable, nor ſhould, we long for any thing 
| more than to enter. into the Courts of ihe Lord, to. ſee his 
| Glory and Power, ſo as we have ſeen it in the San- 
Quary : Which brings me to t ge 
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llld Thing conſiderable in my Text, Tha be 
Hauſes or Dwellings of God are Amiable and Defireable. 
1 Heu Amiable are thy, Tabernacles, O Lord, of (Hoſts ! 


2 Fer- u Sans wo wand wait bet ont 


a ; OS 


* 44 | 
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I (POHON ic Hs 3D N aun THAO. 
PFirſt, Are ſurb Places more apt to excite Devot ion 
tban Places of. common Uſe 2. And is there any one, 
whoſe Heart has not ſhook off all Senſe of what 
is Sacred, that does not find himſelf atberuiſe affect- 
ed, than when he enters into a ria Houſ ee 


un Ku 


” DAR 339 to 2610%%6 WR mantle herd - 
The Conſideration of whoſe Houſe we are in, 
minds us of the Buſineſs of the Place, and ſtrikes 
a kind of Awe into our Thoughts, when we reflect 
upon that Sacred Majeſty we uſually converſe with 
there. And the Beauty f and Comelineſs of it, not 
only takes our Eye, and pleaſes it, but carrieth 
alſo its Profit along with it, enlivens out Devotion, 
_ rouſes it when it lumbers, and recalls it when it 


For ſo the Grace of God is pleaſed; to move us 

Ways ſaitable to owr Nature, and to . ſanB#ify.: theſe 

ſenſible and - Inferior. Helps to greater and bigher Pur- 

_ poſes ; that as the Sow! receives Impreſſions through 

the Senſes, ſo the Devotion of it may be heighten d 

'by the ' Loftineſs, the Beauty and Ornaments of the 
empie, * TY Se 411 


30 a bas 87 
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Secondly, Does not the Company we join with in theſe 

ae ee ee Lame can Þ le to 1 2 
Here are the Tribes gathered. together, even the Tribes 
of the Lord. And can any thing {0.;rejoyce a Good 

Man's Heart, as to hear the Voice of 4 Multitude; 

to be among much People, 2 orſhipping and _ 

| | i üg el i ( ng 
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there, their Number, — Unanimity, 
_ 19607 „Nheſe All er His Heart, aue di, Viöl and 


on eius fide Hes wvrn. 
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1 g Gas for his Goodneſs in the 2 of by 


- GOD, to defies) as Aae to Dovid: 
en he was driven from the Lorry fg and 
he had a private Oratory in bis own Breaſt, where he 
could mentally retire, and ſhut up his Thoughts. 
and 3 . 4 yoo dye Hart yaneth after the - 

Muren brooks 4; Fo p- 8 ſhe «3 overs 
"Gow inthe Publich Solms. 
When dre Was bleſs with of Ac. 
ceſs·to ce Tabernedle, how Toe carried, as it were, 
2 bimſelf, in boly Raptures of Joy ? And how 
"2 be, how much id ir ir Shirts, avhen 
— Joy" — ue u go 
into tbe Hu The ſight of a” Company. 
„ their Devo- 


of the 


Hur, und are meren ro him chan any ching 
nd indeed, as 0.4 ee lenny ſuch \Rub- 
lick Aſſemblies ; "ſo tis to be preſumed, that greater 
lang. en thr dee than the 8 of 
te. Ur Free it very powetfil ey were 
2 fe the Uburdb chat · dxli werad — of 
triton. — 'People FeS have been 
by into mere than vim, Difficalties, and 
therefore more earneſtiy deſired the Wltanee of 
the Almighty, they have in greater Numbers re- 
forted to his Howſe, and with an Unanimous Con- 
ent, und a arrry "Dewerien invade Mutes, and 
ee may fo fry ) Fore town Bofling "from 
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(15) 
— Support and Counſel, Heakh and Safety, 
Deliverance and Salvation ? All which muſt needs 
afford a Man more 70% and Comfort than any one 
is able to conceive, but he that has it. 
And if the Pleaſures of Prayer be ſo great, thoſe 
of Thankſ-giving-and Praiſe muſt be much greater. 
For what indeed can be more Delightful than the 
Contemplation of - Infinite Love, Bounty, and Good- 
eſs on God's Part; and the Remembrance of paſt, 
the Senſe of preſent, and the comfomable Proſpect 
and Expectation of future Hleſſings on ours? This 
cannot but excite in us Acts of Love, Joy, and 
Admiratian, the moſt Delightful. Paſſions of the Soul ; 
eſpecially if we conſider; that this is the Work of 
Saints and Angels above, and in the Performance of 
which ber below,. we more eminently make good our 
Commum ion with them. 
So allo, Is not the Word f God here read and eu- 

4, very defireable to any well-diſpoſed Perſons? 
s it not a Lantborn 10 Our Net, and Ligbt to our 
Paths, to guide us into the Ways of Peace, that 
we may know what to believe and do in order to 
our Salvation? Are we not hereby warn'd againſt 
our eee and furniſhed with the moſt 
proper Weapons to repel their: ferteſt Aſſaults? Does 
it not put us in mind of what we are too apt to 
forget; teach us to draw good Conſequences from 
what we know, and Inflame our Affections when 
they are ready to grow cool in the Things of God 
and. Heaven? Theſe, and many the like Advanta- 
ges of - God's Word, made boly David to Rejoice in 
it more than in great Riches + It was to him as bis ap- 
pointed. Food, - ſweeter than the Honey and the Honey - Comb. 
Hence, as he deſcribes a good Man by his Delig br. 
ing in the Law of God; ſo he tells us, That all tbe 
Day long was bis ſtudy in it. The Affairs of os 
av & bo the 


(13) 


the Government of his Kingdom, might indeed employ, -. 
but it was The that refreſ#'d'his'Mind; 
And then for the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper fre- 
quently Celebrated in our Aſſemblies: Is not Tha that 


Feaſ where we may Eat that which is Good, delight 


our ſelves in Fatneſs, and with Foy drink everlaſting 


Health. out of the Wells of Salvation? Are not our 
Corruptions ſubdu'd, and our Sins pardon'd by thus 


apply ing the Merits of Chriſ Bld: our Weakneſs - 


ſtrengthened by communicating the Iuflaencet of his 
Grace which he purchaſed for us hy his Death; and 


we ſupported; under all Temptations by a lively Re- 
NN of thoſe great Things he bath ſuffered 


for us? Here, if ever, the Soul is camforted with Fla- 
gons, and our Devotions are animated. With that 


Warmth and Vigour which nothing can xefift; So - 
that wWe cannot but account this tha bſBanquer we 
were ever invited to: And our Hearts being oftes - 
ſtrengthen d with this. Bread e Life, often retreſh'd_ 

with this Wine of Gladneſs, we may run our Chriftian - 


£ 


Race, not only with Patience, but with Eaſe and 
' Cheerfulneſs too. , | 


Theſe are the Offices and Employment: of God's 
Houſe; And it muſt needs delight any Man that 


has the leaſt Senſe of Goodneſs. thus to wait on the 
great Lord and Governour of the World, to be employ'd 


in the Service of his Creator, which is the very End / 


of his Being, and the Chief Buſineſs of his Life. 


Yea, and what is more, the diligew Performance 
of theſe Duties, leaves ſo ſenſible à Satisfaction be- 
hind it, gives ſuch a different Turn to the Soul, and 


inſpires ſuch heavenly Diſpoſitions, that the Devotion 
of the Temple never goes off without a 'grateful Re- 


liſh and 122 Effect, except either too ſeldom, or 
re 125 ql 2 


negligently repeated. 
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and Conformity to 604, the preateſt 2 2 an 
Accompliſhment of human Nature. 

And wharſveyer ler Us to, lire Holly fare, 
Qualifies üs alſo for the of Haden. 
Future Portions will net de afff Ng to 
our 'Hopes, but or" Habits 3" Ard Fappimeſ? is och: 
elle bur tlle Perfect of Aer. 

Thole therefore 'Who Have Tpenit their Days s in 
the Tenrs of Wickeuhneſs, Whoſe Hands Have ham 


ſeldom lift up but'to nee Aid Vanity, às they are 


utterly anenpable to be happy in that Society; and in 
thoſe Emplojimiehts to Which they Are ſo at Stran- 
gers, ſo neither have they any Reafon to expect it. 
But how eaſy, How pleaſant Will the Paſſage of a 
good Man be from the Courts of G Hhuſe to the 


Holy of Holies? Surely the glorifying God here in his 


Earthly 


630 
Earthiy Members, 85 Prologue to that whicli he 
hall Be and A heregſter; and he Il moſt readily 
bear a Part with the "Celeſtial Loire in in their moſt 


alted Hallelujahs. WA or 
* have now done with the two Thing my-Text 


offers, to our Conſideration, and hade eu, 
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Firſt, That there Lins been e buile, and et 
apart for the Service oof God, call i bir Hooſes or Dwel- 
tin gs, and obſerv/d the Reaſon why. 2 are call d. And 
then, Secondly, Have endeavour briefly” to repreſen: 
their Antiablendſs, or . PI that tres ok The e All 
ebge engine ein th WA OT? oer 
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them; 
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Let us joyfully Commemorate his abundant Goodneſs 


uin placing us where 1 are; that he hath made us 


' Members of a Cbureb ſo wiſely Conſtituted betwixt 
the Extremes that have divided Cbriſtendam; ſo fit to 
be the Center of Union among. Chriſtians, and fo 
near to the Perfection of Beauty, that we are the 
chief Objects of the Roman Fury, as well as the Juſt 
Glory of the Reformation. 33S» wt 1 
That the pure Word of God is Preach'd among us, 
and the Sacraments duly Adminiſter'd by proper Per- 
ſons, Aut boriæ d for that purpoſe, That we have a 
: Liturgy. very agreeable. to the Holy Scriptures and the 
molt primitive Patterns ; in all its, Offices admirably 
well fitted to enkindle Zeal where it is not, and to 
.encresſe it where it is; which hath Advantages ſo 
many and ſo conſederable, as not only to 0 it ſelf 


above the Devotion of other Churches, but to endear 
the Affections of good People to be in Love with 


, Liturgy in general. Wed 7 


That we have Comelineſs without affected Gaudineſs; 
Gravity without Moroſity; no Ornaments, no Uſages 
- adminiſtring to Superſtition or Idolatry; but only 
ſuch as tend to preſerve the due Reverence to God 
and his Worſhip: A Religion, which being moſt 
fitted to the Nature of Man, cannot but be moſt 
acceptable to God, as well as Amiable to us. 
And can there be a Juſter Cauſe of Thankſgiving 
and Joy ths Day before God, than to ſee another 
- Church added not only for the Uſe of this, but of the 
Neighbour-Pariſh, whoſe Church being not ſufficient 
For the Number of their Inhabitants; ſome have 
thence taken Occaſion wholly to Neglect the Pub- 
lick Worſbip of God, others to perform it in ſeparate 
Aſſemblies with leſs Regularity, and leſs Advantage: 
With what Thankſgiving may you come now to 
one 
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more would they be ſo, "if. a Whole. 1 would 
flock to them, 40 e . Na 0 


But till Gad mall boaricionlly dees ele 
ſo great a Bleſſing: Let hre in he Communion 


of dur Church, not only come hither, bug 28 
Example of che pſalmiſt, come with great D 


and Love for God's Morſbip : Serwe, be  Lard with 
Gladneſs, and come before bis Preſence with Rejeycing 3 
Come hicher, as to meet him in à Flac where he 

ves to meet us, and a he. 8 * 
Kalk his Love. “ 0 Bagel a he 
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(ae) 
Goodneſs, and kneeling when we obi, au 
as our. Church Hark died. Us. dad o 
2 — re abſtain from all 88 
S aviour 3 bing, Whiſpering, Talling, or Any 
ſuch Iadecencies, as unbecumin the Hrefence of any 
iaur, but a Aortal Man, a little above our 
ves, much.more:the.Preſence : of the Kras and 
ever · living Gd. bitt oO wi: 10 
And we ſhould kewiſe take — Care to 
ee Minds intent upon the Matter in hand; 
let our yg — 80 along with o Hund, and have 
our Souls ele uated unto, and tel upon that God, 
whoſe : Meje we acknowledge Priſent; ever re- 
membring that as the imerd Worſhip, Without the 
outward, is rude and unmanneriys ſo the'\oatwird wwith- 
aut the inward, is meer Pageantry and Hypocriſy ; ſuch 
as will by no means be acceptable to hin wi 
trieth the Heart, Tee the dery Rente ο 8 
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Fifthly and La ly, Are our Churches God's Houſes? 
Then we may make the Pſalmiſt'si Inferente, 'Holineſs be- 
cometh thine Houſe for ever.; and ſo live, that as they 
had their fr Relation of Sauctity by the Conſecra« 
tion of. a holy Preſident of Religion, it 3 

tuated in ,Holy.Ofpges, and receint as diy Cun- 
cration, by the aſſiſtance of ſanctiſtiad and er 
Resch. 4 ren. \_ r People os 9612 
Jo ad vt aw 429 1 


hn had ring eee 


is. the Gate of tbe, Land, the «Righteous Jhall. enter 

into it: Aging from the many Typical Precepts given 

waſbing and \dranfing tber ſclver by di- 

vers Ceremonies. before they enterd imo the 

Sanctuary: We Chriſtians ſhould learn to bring a- 

long with us to this Place, Undefiled Bodies _—_— 
ifie 


n N 
Wet Ah * ( 21 ) ; {ns 3 5 
eee from all filchy Luſts an unruly 
Paſſions. e 
All Impenitent Perſons are unfit for Churches, and 
. God rejects ſuch Sat#ificers as Have no Contrition, 
no Purpoſe to forſake Sin; and keep 'his Com- 
mandments- Which are ever Parts of true Repen- 
tance. If we come hither, before Hand reſolved, 
that hearing we will not hear, nor confider ; if we cry 
to God n will have none upon 
our ſelves; if we n for Grace, and yer will aur. 
tale it hen tis offered to us, dr turn it into Wan- 
tonneſs, We cannot expect that God ſhould. re- 
- gard What we do or that the Holineſs of the 
_ ſhould Hallow ſuch! injure, ſiich'- careleſs Wor- 
@ippers. 1277 017 07977 06? 2 5 N 
Hence it was, that in the Primitive Times, the 8 
Deacon ſtood up before the Feceiving: the bleſſed 
Euchariſt, and cried with a loud Voice, Holy Things - 
be to them that are holy: And our Church in imita- 
tion of the antient! Forms, hath put the Confeſſion- 
of Sins in the firf Place, becauſe God: himſelf 
hath aſſured us, that he will not hear the Prayers of 
* impenitent Sinners. i = 
et us therefore in imitation of our Royal Pſal- | 
miſt, waſh our hands in Innocency ; repent of all our 
Sins, and lead holy and_upright Lixes, becoming 
Members of ſo Hoh, ſo Apoftolical a Chuck. 
Then we may. enter God's Court with joy, and His 
Houſe with rejoycing : We may go boldly to his Altar, 
as to the Throne of Grace: Our Prayers will be ſet 
forth in his ſight as the Incenſe; and our Praiſes and 
Thankſ-givings be an acceptable Sacrifice ; GOD 
will give ſuch a Bleſſing to his Word, that it will 
bring forth Fruit abundantly, and be a ſawour of Life 
unto Life, unto all them that bear it. And, as ſure 
as we partake of the Communion of ChrifF's Body 
| N and 
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